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Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took place
in 2019. This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 1
Physical Geography, in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what went well
and where common mistakes and underperformance were evident.

This paper consists of two sections from which candidates answer two 25 mark questions from
Section A and one 20 mark question from Section B, the total marks on the paper are 70.

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and extended
response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are defined in the
specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives
(AOs).

In section A river environments, coastal environments and hazardous environments are covered.
Candidates are required to select two out of three questions.

In section B candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to river
environments, coastal environments and hazardous environments.

It is important that candidates focus on the requirements for each command word and the
Assessment Objective (AO) distribution, particularly for the longer response 8-mark questions, to
ensure they access the full range of marks available.
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Question 1(b)ii

Candidates accessed this question well and were able to state one characteristic of the channel
shape in the lower course of a river. On occasion some candidates identified a characteristic of

the river valley rather than the channel shape.
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Question 1(c)

A significant proportion of candidates were able to achieve 2 marks on this question, where they
were required to explain one reason why some sediment is transported by traction. A minority of

responses focused on erosion processes.

(c) Explain one reason why some sediment is transported by traction in rivers.
(2)
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0 marks This response has explained the incorrect process.

(c) Explain one reason why some sediment is transported by traction in rivers.
(2)
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0 marks. Incorrect process explained.

(c) Explain one reason why some sediment is transported by traction in rivers.
(2)
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2 marks. It is too heavy (1) and so it gets dragged along the river bed (1).

(¢) Explain one reason why some sediment is transported by traction in rivers,
(2)
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1 mark. Sediments get rolled over the river (1).
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Question 1(d)

This question required candidates to use a resource (Figure 1a) showing a stacked bar graph for
current and future water demand. The first mark was awarded for identification of a relevant
piece of evidence from the resource, in this case identifying a category which had increased
between the two years shown on the graph and a second mark for a reason why this increase
may have occurred.

A large proportion of candidates were able to achieve 4 marks, where this was not the case it was
often as they only identified a change and did not develop this to give a reason for the change. A
very small proportion of candidates wrote a response focusing on irrigation which was the only
category to decrease between the two years shown, and the question focused on reasons for
increase in water demand not a reason for a change in water demand and so a decrease in
demand could not be awarded credit.

(d) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two reasons why demand for water is projected to increase,

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(4)
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0 marks. There is no reference to the resource in either point and the statements made are
not specifically linked to why demand has increased as uses for water are stated.

(d) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two reasons why demand for water is projected to increase.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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2 marks. Large increase in water demand for electricity (1). Manufacturing is expected to
increase (1).

(d) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two reasons why demand for water is projected to increase.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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3 marks. Increase in population (1) - the development simply repeats that there are more
people rather than linking this factor to evidence from the resource which is required for the
second mark. More electricity (1) due to an increase in the number of houses being built (1).

(d) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two reasons why demand for water is projected to increase,

You must refer to the resource in your answer,
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4 marks. Increased demand for domestic use (1) as people can afford more water due to
higher income (1). Increased demand for livestock (1) as population increases (1).

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 1(e)

The majority of candidates achieved the mark for this question, a few candidates identified the
landform as a meander which was not correct for an upland river landscape shown.
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Question 1(f)

This question required candidates to explain how one climate and one slope factor can have an
effect on river processes. Generally, candidates coped with the demand of this question well. A
proportion of candidates did not gain full marks as their development was not linked to river

processes instead focusing on the impact on discharge which was not enough to show they
understood the impact on river processes.

(f) Explain how one climate factor and one slope (gradient) factor can affect river
processes.

{4}
climate
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0 marks. Harsh winds is too vague to credit as a climate factor affecting river processes. This
would be more applicable to coasts/wave processes.

(f) Explain how one climate factor and one slope (gradient) factor can affect river
processes.

(4)

climate
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1 mark. Heavy rainfall (1) - the development is linked to drainage basin processes/flood

risk/river regime rather than the influence on river processes.

(f) Explain how one climate factor and OP_I_'_SJEE (gradient) factor can affect river
processes.  ~

(4)
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2 marks. Heavy rainfall (1) - the development is linked to drainage basin processes/flood risk
and not linked to the impact heavy rain can have on river processes. Steep slopes (1) - again
the development is not linked to the impact on river processes and so cannot be awarded
credit.

(f) Explain how one climate factor and one slope (gradient) factor can affect river
processes,

(4}
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4 marks. Hot/dry climates (1) decreases discharge, decreasing hydraulic action (1). Steeper
slope (1) increases velocity, increasing transport (1).

(f) Explain how one climate factor and one slope (gradient) factor can affect river

processes.
(4)
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4 marks. Increased rainfall (1) increases discharge which increases hydraulic action (1). Mass
movement (1) as material slopes down under the influence of gravity (1) - subaerial
processes are included in river processes and this response answers the question in a
different style to most candidates but has a clear understanding of how a slope influences
the process of mass movement.

20
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Question 1(g)

For this question candidates were required to explain how one source of river pollution can affect
water quality. It is often these 3-mark questions which students find most demanding as they
often find it challenging developing one point in sufficient depth to be awarded 3-marks.
However, there was more evidence of candidates being awarded 3 marks showing an
improvement in their depth of understanding.

(g) Explain how one source of river pollution can affect water quality.

'I 'L’lfl (3)
Peuple/wjﬂnrowmbhsknﬁé:riwr ____________________ S
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1 mark. People may throw rubbish into the river (1) - this is just enough to be awarded a
mark for a specific type of pollution.

(g) Explain how one source of river pollution can affect water quality.

e soucte o he. woushsiel  \waske
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2 marks. Industrial waste (1) leads to aquatic wildlife dying (1).

(9) Explain how one source of river pollution can affect water quality.
——

(3)
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3 marks. Agriculture (1) causing leaching of fertilisers into water (1) which increases algae
growth/eutrophication (1).

24
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Question 1(h)

These 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3),
therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

Many candidates clearly used the resource to describe the strengths of the flood prevention
method shown, using the textboxes most often to discuss the pros and cons of the strategy.
Some candidates also demonstrated their understanding of the hydrograph shown to support
their points.

To access the higher marks candidates needed to go beyond simply describing what is shown in
the resources but provide several clear developed reasons for the differences in the river regimes
shown. The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and often
candidates found this demanding as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in
candidate responses.

(h) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet,
Analyse the strengths of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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[Screenshot of candidate work] | images/4GE1_01R_Q01h_1182701_0561_000964509_006.png
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0 marks. This sentence is just a direct lift from the resource and therefore is not awarded

credit.

(h) Study Figure 1¢ in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the strengths of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 1 - 2 marks. There are some small changes to the wording in the first 8 lines of the
response to demonstrate more than direct lift from the resource and the last 4 lines
describing the hydrograph and location demonstrate more engagement with the resource.
There is no real AO3 in this response, but it is awarded the middle of level 2 for its
engagement with the resource.

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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(h) Study Figure 1cin the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the strengths of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

(8)
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Level 2 - 4 marks. This response has a balance of AO3 and AO4 throughout the answer.
There are three ideas supported with evidence from the resource and evidence of
considering the dams effectiveness. The depth of AO3 is too weak for each idea to move
higher into level 2.
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(h) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet.
\\
Analyse the strengtfis of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 2 - 5 marks. This response has a range of ideas all linked to evidence provided in the
resource. There is some judgement demonstrated in the strengths of the dam being built
with a judgement for each point made. This response needs more depth of explanation for
each point made to move to the top of level 2.

32
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(h) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse the strengths of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 2 - 6 marks. This response has two fairly well developed ideas linked to the change in
discharge and reduction of damage as strengths of the dam. There is evidence from the
resource provided to support each point explained. There is a concluding statement at the
end of the response demonstrating enough judgement to move the answer to the top of
level 2. To reach level 3 there needs to be a wider range of ideas discussed.
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(h) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the strengths of this flood prevention strategy.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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L Examiner Comments

Level 3 - 8 marks. This response is structured in a different way to most where the problems
of not having a dam are discussed in depth and this is then linked to the reasons why
building the dam was a good thing to do. There is evidence used in both halves of the
response to support their ideas and then a more substantiated conclusion reaching a
judgement over whether the strengths outweigh the negatives. This was just enough to
move the response to the top of level 3.

38
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Question 2(a)ii

In this question candidates were required to state one other impact of sea level change on
coastal landforms. Most candidates were awarded the mark for this question with the most
common responses being raised beaches. A few candidates misinterpreted the question as
asking for a cause for sea level rise and were not awarded credit. A few other candidates stated
an impact on the human environment and not coastal landforms as requested in the question.
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Question 2(c)

In this question candidates were required to explain one type of soft engineering used in coastal
management. Most candidates were awarded at least 1 mark as they were able to name a soft
engineering strategy, however, a significant proportion of candidates only went on to describe the
strategy rather than explain how it works to reduce erosion/flooding (and therefore manage the
coast).

(c}) Explain one type of soft engineering used in coastal management.
(2}
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Examiner Comments

0 marks. This is not relevant to a question on soft engineering.

(c) Explain one type of soft engineering used in coastal management.
(2)

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Examiner Comments

1 mark. Beach replenishment (1)

(c) Explain one type of soft engineering used in coastal management.
(2)

NE: pumping. sand onto...
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2 marks. Beach replenishment (1) so it can absorb waves energy (1).

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 2(d)

This question required candidates to use a resource, Figure 2a, showing two photographs of
different hard engineering strategies. The first mark was awarded for identifying a feature shown
on the resource that could cause conflict, and the second mark was awarded for the
development of this point. Candidates generally engaged with the resource well and identified a
feature which would be likely to cause conflict. Many candidates identified specific key groups
who would be at conflict (which was not required for this question to gain credit, as no key groups
were shown/implied from the resource) and demonstrated their secure understanding of conflict
in coastal environments.

Where candidates did not gain full marks this was most often due to not having identified a
conflict based on evidence shown in the resource.
(d) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet,

Suggest two reasons the coastal management shown could cause conflict with
different users of the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer,

o *fn-w* ’l*mf mmy e"'"é'mm T lome ot on spmT
PPttty o gemsonty
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1 mark. Disturbs the landscape so less tourists attracted (1) - no reference to the resource
provided.

(d) Study Figure 2ain the Resource Booklet.

Suggest two reasons the coastal management shown could cause_conflict with
different users of the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

(4)
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Examiner Comments

2 marks. Due to aesthetic reasons as people believe it looks untidy (1) - this response does
not have clear evidence from the resource. Can destroy habitats (1) - again without providing
any evidence from the resource.

(d) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest two reasons the coastal management shown could cause conflict with
different users of the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer,
(4)
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Examiner Comments

3 marks. Groyne (1) can reduce sediment supply downstream (1). Not attractive (1) - with no

clear evidence from the resource.

(d) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest two reasons the coastal management shown could cause conflict with
different users of the coastline,

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(4)
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4 marks. Groynes (1) are visually polluting (1). Sea wall (1) makes beach inaccessible (1).

48
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Question 2(e)

For this question candidates were required to explain how one abiotic characteristic can affect a
named coastal ecosystem. It is often these 3-mark questions which students find most
demanding as they often find it challenging developing one point in sufficient depth to be
awarded 3-marks. Historically, candidates have found explaining the role of abiotic factors more
challenging therefore, it was pleasing to see that candidates generally coped with the demands of
this question well. There was almost no evidence of candidates identifying a biotic factor in their
initial point and this meant many candidates were awarded at least 2 marks. Some did find it a
challenge to create the chain of consequence required for these 3-mark questions.

(e) The non-living parts.of an ecosystem are called abiotic characteristics.

Explain how one abiotic characteristic can affect a named coastal ecosystem.
(3)

Named coastal ecosystem

o Coral reefs R
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Examiner Comments

0 marks. This response does not contain a specific abiotic factor and so was not awarded
credit.

(e) The non-living parts of an ecosystem are called abiotic characteristics.

Explain how one abiotic characteristic can affect a named coastal ecosystem.
(3}

Named coastal ecosystem
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Examiner Comments

1 mark. Need an optimum temperature of 19 degrees (1).

(e) The non-living parts of an ecosystem are called abiotic characteristics.

Explain how one abiotic characteristic can affect a named coastal ecosystem.
(3)

Named coastal ecosystem
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2 marks. Large amount of light (1) and so live in shallow water (1).

(e) The non-living parts of an ecosystem are called abiotic characteristics.

Explain how one abiotic characteristic can affect a named coastal ecosystem.
(3)

Named coastal ecosystem
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3 marks. They thrive in waters 23-29 degrees (1) if temperature is too high Zooxanthellae is
expelled (1) the coral will be bleached (1).

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 2(f)

The majority of students correctly identified the labelled country with the shortest length of
saltmarsh ecosystem.
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Question 2(g)

This item required candidates to explain two threats caused by tourism to a coastal ecosystem.
Generally, this question was answered well by candidates and although ‘such as coral reefs’ was
stated in the question responses about any coastal ecosystem were credited. Most candidates
coped with the demands of this question well, although, it would be helpful to remind candidates
pollution needs to be qualified to be awarded credit. Some candidates found it challenging to
develop their initial point, for example some stated a tourist threat but did not go on to explain
the impact of this threat on the ecosystem. Other candidates stated the impact of the threat eg
reduces biodiversity but did not identify a specific tourism threat.

(g) Explain two threats caused by tourism on coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs.

v Corol reEfsm&M{j' _______ Hws, Un d&"'f?"{’., _______ St e&‘@‘@ ....................................
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Examiner Comments

0 marks. No relevant response linked to a threat by tourists.

(9) Expialr;" two threats caused by tourism on coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs,
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1 mark. Pollution on its own is too vague for credit as a threat and so the first part of the
response was not awarded any credit. Tourists damage/break the coral (1)

(g) Explain two threats caused by tourism on coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

2 marks. Pollution from suncream (1) Pieces are taken as a souvenir (1)

(g) Explain two threats caused by tourism on coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs.
(4)
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3 marks. Divers kick coral (1) causing it to die (1). People clear land for hotels (1) - responses
focused on two different coastal ecosystems were awarded as the question stem states
'such as.." which is a steer for the candidates but does not mean they can only write about
the ecosystem stated.

(g) Explain twa threats caused by tourism on coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs.
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4 marks. Tourists touch corals (1) which cause them to die (1). Throw rubbish introduces
toxins (1) causing corals to bleach (1).
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Question 2(h)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3),
therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance candidates were required to study Figure 2c, a topographical map, photograph
and fact file of a coastal location in Canada.

Some candidates used the information from the resource and made links to the relevant physical
processes responsible for the landforms shown along the stretch of coastline. Candidates'
understanding of physical processes, particularly transport/deposition/erosion is strong and
many were able to link these to the information provided in the resource. A number of
candidates were also able to accurately discuss the role of the correct, sub-aerial processes
involved in the formation of the coastal landscape shown.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks, a proportion of
candidates demonstrated making a simplistic judgement but fewer demonstrated the analyses
required to reach Level 3.

(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

[Screenshot of candidate work] | images/4GET1_01R_Q02h_402331_0561_000435734_011.png
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Level 1 - 1 mark. A basic idea linked to evidence from the resource.

(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 1 - 2 marks. A basic response with evidence from the resource and a correct process
involved in the spit formation to move the response to the middle of level 1.

(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Examiner Comments

Level 1 - 3 marks. This response was stronger on AO3 demonstrating knowledge of
longshore drift and the characteristics of constructive waves, using evidence from the
resource to reach the top of level 1.

(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 2 - 4 marks. The first paragraph linked to longshore drift shows clear understanding of
the process involved in creating the spit shown in the resource. With a second idea linked to
the geology and influence of erosion. The second point is explained with less depth than the
first point but there is evidence from the resource providing a balance of AO3 and AO4 to

reach the bottom of level 2.
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Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer,
(8)
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Level 2 - 5 marks. This response has one well developed idea linking the role of longshore
drift to the coastal landscape shown and the evidence from the resource is interleaved into
the response to clearly show understanding of the resource. They make a simple second
point linking temperature to why certain ecosystems would not exist in this area. This is just
sufficient to move to the middle of level 2.

(h) Study Figure 2¢ in the Resource Booklet,
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 2 - 6 marks. This response shows a clear understanding of the role of different marine
processes in the formation of the landscape shown whilst using evidence from the resource
to support their explanation. There is some analysis language within the response and an
attempt at a conclusion which isn't entirely linked to the focus of the question but is enough
to just move this to the top of level 2.

(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse the effect of physical processes on the coastline.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Examiner Comments

Level 3 - 8 marks. The first paragraph shows clear understanding of the formation process of
a spit with accurate processes identified. The second paragraph looks to the future and the
role of the dominant wave type in the creation of the landscape. There is an explanation of
the role of the fetch and geology in the landscape and a link to the role of the vegetation
slowing erosion processes. This response has a more logical conclusion linked to the future
factors outlined in the response which is sufficient to reach the top of level 3.

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 3(b)ii

In this question candidates were required to state one hazard caused by an earthquake. Most
candidates were awarded credit, however, some candidates confused impact with hazard. For
these types of questions the physical hazard from the earthquake is required rather than
buildings destroyed (which is an impact resulting from the ground shaking). The mark was
awarded for the hazard responsible for the building destruction eg ground shaking/seismic
waves.
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Question 3(b)iii

Candidates were required to explain one long-term impact earthquakes can have on the natural
environment. Most candidates were awarded marks for this question, however, a few explained
an impact on people/human environment which was not awarded credit. Although, the term
long-term is subjective in these questions it is important candidates are able to explain an impact
which lasts for a prolonged period of time.

(iii) Explain one long-term impact earthquakes can have on the natural
environment,
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1 mark. Earthquakes could destroy trees (1).

(il Explain one long-term impact earthquakes can have on the natural
environment.
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0 marks. The focus of this question was impacts on the natural environment and this
response explains an impact on the human environment and so was not awarded credit.

(iii) Explain one long-term impact earthquakes can have on the natural
environment.

{2)
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2 marks. Habitat destruction (1) reducing biodiversity/leading to extinction (1).
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Question 3(c)

This item required candidates to use Figure 3a, which is a resource showing an information leaflet
provided to residents in Salt Lake City. Candidates generally coped well with this question and
were able to engage with the resource accurately. Some candidates only provided direct lifts in
their responses and these are not awarded credit, it would be helpful to remind candidates that
although they need to use evidence from the resource for these 4-mark questions there needs to
be evidence of them using the information rather than just copying the text.

() Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two strategies used in Salt Lake City to effectively manage earthquakes.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

7

W%%%..%Q)];?u@oﬁ

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R 77



1

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

0 marks. This response does not go beyond direct lifts from the resource which are not
awarded credit.

(c) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two strategies used in Salt Lake City to effectively manage earthquakes.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(4)
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1 mark. It prepares you on what to do (1) - this is just enough to gain credit as it isn't a direct
lift from the resource.

(c) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two strategies used in Salt Lake City to effectively manage earthquakes.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(4)
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2 marks. Educates residents on planning before an earthquake (1) Informs residents to set
an evacuation strategy (1)

(c) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest two strategies used in Salt Lake City to effectively manage earthquakes.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(4)
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3 marks. Keep/store resources such as food (1). Stay outside to avoid collapsing structures
(1) to avoid being trapped under rubble (1).

(c) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest m strategles used in Salt Lake City to effectively manage earthquakes.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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4 marks. Store valuable goods like food and water (1) would allow survival until emergency
services arrived (1). "Drop, cover hold" would reduce the likelihood of being hit by falling
object (1) which reduces the risk of injury (1).

82
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Question 3(d)

Most candidates were able to correctly identify the plate boundary shown in the resource, where
this was not the case most candidates had written constructive.
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Question 3(e)

This item required candidates to explain two characteristics of volcanoes found at different types
of plate boundary. The focus of this question was not on why volcanoes are formed at different
plate boundaries, which meant some candidates were not awarded marks as they provided a
detailed explanation of why volcanoes are formed at destructive and constructive plate
boundaries but no detail about the different types of volcano this results in or why. A very small
number of candidates wrote a response about why volcanoes did not occur at transform
(conservative) plate boundaries which also was not relevant to the question asked. It is important
candidates can explain why shield volcanoes have the characteristics they do and that
composite/stratovolcanoes have very different characteristics to shield volcanoes.

(e) Explain two characteristics of volcanoes found at different types of plate
boundary.
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1 mark. The first point is not specific to a type of volcano or plate boundary and so was not
awarded credit. Destructive plate boundary volcanoes are extremely dangerous (1) - this was
given the mark for implying they erupt more explosively.

(e) Explain two characteristics of volcanoes found at different types of plate
boundary.
(4)
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0 marks. This response gives accurate detail about what happens at each type of plate
boundary where volcanoes occur but the focus of the question is on why the volcanoes
formed have different characteristics and so this response was not awarded credit.

(e) Explain two characteristics of volcanoes found at different types of plate

boundary.
(4)

1Vlna conSmachve. plate. oound ey, TWEeled

uDlC%pa¢$.ﬁprm,wl\r—44Slnplhqsldﬂ&ol—
C}Qpl-cdla\fﬂmdm&hM'}MOLl&TL&Y\ﬂ‘éMd ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

fhe veler volCownD 1§ et very exploSiVe.
<. Jouwndar ., Sfxatfn=

Wica npe s . borwn., wivh _skeeper side S ok layers
o covled lova.  aad. ada. The Jave is Hhicle
Md*lx&.&.w\caymuver@.z.x?maw-e

86 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



N
\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

4 marks. Constructive plate boundary has shield volcanoes with sloping sides (1) as the lava
is runny (1). Destructive plate boundaries have stratovolcanoes with steeper sides (1) as the
lava is thick (1).

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 3(f)

Candidates were required to explain one reason why people live in areas at risk from volcanic
eruptions.

It is often these 3-mark questions which students find most demanding as they often find it
challenging developing one point in sufficient depth to be awarded 3-marks. Historically,
candidates have performed well on questions focused on reasons why people live near hazards.
Where candidates did not achieve full marks this was because they wrote about poverty which
was credited but is more challenging to develop sufficiently to gain the third mark as poverty and
‘don't have enough money/can't afford to move’ are the same idea and cannot be double

credited.

(f) Explain one reason people live in areas at risk from volcanic eruptions.

CSoil i wee  fuXle befhts For |
Qgribv\ _________________________ oo p{gfpcrhq R Cth"P‘? ......................................
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1 mark. Soil is fertile (1) OR property is cheaper (1) - but they are separate points rather than
one developed point.

(f) Explain one reason people live in areas at risk from volcanic eruptions.
(3)
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2 marks. Soil contains lots of nutrients (1) therefore farmers can grow crops (1).

(f) Explain one reason people live in areas at risk from volcanic eruptions.
{3)
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3 marks. People living there are prepared and knowledgeable about the risks (1) so they do
not feel the volcano is a severe threat (1) and so choose not to move away (1).

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R
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Question 3(g)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3),
therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance candidates were required to study Figure 3¢, a map showing the location of the
tropical cyclone and the strength of the wind in two different countries and a fact file of physical
factors and impacts of each example.

Candidates were able to access Figure 3c and describe the contrast between the two examples.
The focus of this question was on the influence of physical factors on vulnerability and some
candidates were able to formulate strong arguments for why the impacts were less despite
‘worse’ physical factors.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many candidates
found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in candidate
responses as they often remained descriptive.
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'('9) Studg; Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse how E&Jﬂcal factors can contribute to a country’s vulnerability tQ tropical
CEthES (typhoon)

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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Level 1 - 3 marks. Basic comparative statements about 3 different factors which use the data
shown in the resource to state which country had the higher or lower data. There is an
attempt at a conclusion with a simple statement that China (means Japan) was more
prepared. There is some evidence of AO3 and stronger evidence of AO4 to reach the top of
level 1.

(g) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.
Analyse how physical factors can contribute to a country’s vulnerability to tropical

cyclones (typhoon).
You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 2 - 4 marks. This response has two ideas discussed with an attempt to link to why this
could make one place more vulnerable. There is a basic attempt to analyse by bringing in
the idea it is preparation impacting how countries are able to cope. There needs to be
greater depth of AO3 to move higher into level 2.

(g) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse how physical factors can contribute to a coggm__\awnﬂg_bllity to tropical
cyclones (typhoon). - I

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

(8)

A A oy to Gwmrgu e Mare ove Mo, fackods

ok can._Conbolowke Y3k oS . unol.. Speedd , it

Grtegory ond  stem  surge. (ydlong  fanmaclol hts

oomeaker  Wian eyclont...... Ui by Qﬂlb o
ok i has o lwqﬁx s}vfm SuroR. qu ety
o oekey 1S forcech onte (and affer  ta

Og(pvu. Nos oo weed, s ppans Hore i3 more

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R 97



272 B [h. which
At o\l om s ot dd o unien could ase. kYo
ML ounhiens  wesdess mProsiaschare. Londalidey ok o
amtibute Yo vl nerely especicdly  for @eapw Who. live m.

98 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Level 2 - 5 marks. This response demonstrates a clear attempt to make a judgement with
language such as 'major factor' within the response. There is a discussion of the differences
between the two cyclones and an idea as to why Japan suffered more economically and the
role of the wind speed in the social impacts on the Philippines. There is evidence from the
resource throughout to move the response to the middle of level 2. To reach the top of the
level a wider range of factors needs to be discussed.

(g) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet,

Analyse how physical factors can contribute to a country’s vulnerability to tropical
cyclones (typhoon).

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)

................. T Bawe e ik udids hew he Swewn Aot k. U cokesoey........

awnd

it AUt e oomem... e Ly ptih... voioet . St il WO KA ...
5ol Caper oih...n. erdspeed o8 0D = 20 el il Mot s
s, Abcent. peticwbvn...ond. .. prodiths... . SbesS. ... Ldochitn...ve b ...

S

e e Shilt. Pe. e .. plases. o Jooie.. AP SI-;LAS- shelecs bo....

B Showetn Wers. B battese. ... Q—szkadeMm\ ......

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R 929



e ottt ot e s ¥s . T Mgiee B 1% hishights. Ko oo dhs of 602,000 exploctticee s priocec ik

I ﬁm%ﬁmmm%ﬂﬂhﬁmr:h%mmmmﬂm
B &3 hen... St et

Wt el prtvontioe.. Swthsics. or. pectcbts Srtesit . bl conblhks bo
e bt elecs ot Ko dp  topheen b hedigid b Psie e
m”%Mt&mwﬁﬁ-Mﬁ» Ke Ao ‘Qﬁn’w .....

100 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



N

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Level 2 - 6 marks. There is a clear argument which flows through this response whilst using
evidence from the resource to support their point of view with three ideas explained. This
response more heavily focuses on the influence of economic/social factors which are not
shown in the resource and so although they are valid to justify the impacts shown a stronger
discussion of the physical factors was required to move into level 3.

(g) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse how physical factors can contribute to a country’s vulnerability to tropical
cyclones (typhoon).

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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Level 3 - 7 marks. This response analyses the factors in some detail and interleaves the
evidence from the resource to accurately support each point being made. There is a
consideration of a range of factors with some depth to each and although there is no
conclusion at the end there is a judgement within the response to meet the level 3
descriptors.

(g) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse how physical factors can contribute to a country’s vulnerability to tropical
cyclones (typhoon).

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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Level 3 - 8 marks Although, this response is not perfect it has sufficient range and depth of
AO3 and frequent use of the resource to support their ideas with an analysis of each factor
and a summing up statement at the end of the response to reach the top of level 2.
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Question 4(a)
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Question 4(b)
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Question 4(c)
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Question 4(d)
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Question 4(e)
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Question 5(a)

Please note that the comments made on Q.5 (which is the most popular fieldwork question on
the regional paper) also apply to Q.4 and Q.6 as the questions are in parallel and the resources
very similar. Section B contained short answer questions on familiar fiel[dwork and the extended
8-mark response on unfamiliar fieldwork this series.

For this question candidates needed to describe one health and safety risk included in their risk
assessment. Candidates coped well with the demand of this question, with the vast majority
being awarded 2 marks. This was a more open question than previous risk questions as risk
assessments contain risk and mitigation strategies and so candidates could be awarded 2 marks
for identifying a risk and it's consequence or identifying a risk and it's mitigation strategy.

5 Investigating coastal environments

You have carried out a geographical enquiry as part of your work on coastal

environments, A
a On w Wy

Title of geographical enquiry  N\ea\ 3«".:\\3 tave % LS o U “ﬁ‘/h

. wff‘\l

(2)
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1 mark. Risk of drowning (1) - the reference to the beach is not specific enough to link to the
risk identified, they would need to make reference to the water/sea/waves/tides to get the
second mark.

5 Investigating coastal environments

You have carried out a geographical enquiry as part of your work on coastal
environments.

Title of geographical enquiry

Invesngaking  Wpen of waves with..a. sgdfic. .
L octa s CoNSIYLORVE...OF .. ASANT VT,

(a) Describe one health and safety risk included in your risk assessment.

(2)
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2 marks. Cut feet (1) from seashells (1). This response did go on to provide a mitigation
strategy which could also have been awarded a mark if they had not already been awarded
full marks.
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Question 5(b)

Please note that the comments made on Q.5 also apply to Q.4 and Q.6 as the questions are in
parallel and the resources very similar. Section B contained questions on both familiar and
unfamiliar contexts this series.

This item required candidates to explain one method they chose for their data collection which
helped them answer their enquiry title. Most candidates gained at least 2 marks for this question,
as they identified a variable and correctly outlined how they carried out the method. To meet the
explain command word candidates needed to go beyond describing the method and give a clear
reason why collecting this data would help answer their enquiry title/question/hypothesis. Less
candidates were awarded the 3rd mark as they often only described the data collection method.

(b) Explain one data collection method used to help answer your enquiry title,
(3}
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0 marks. This response is answering a question focused on sampling strategy and does not
explain a data collection method.

(b) Explain one data collection method used to help answer your enquiry title.

W Ul o waucnj \m&xﬂ *ro oguet TR g
06 Y laeh Deach”

Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R 115



<g§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

1 mark. Measured beach gradient (1) - there was no credit awarded for just stating the
equipment used to do this.

(b) Explain: one data collection method used to help answer your enquiry title.
(3)
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2 marks. Measured the slope of the beach (1) placed the metre sticks at equal intervals to
measure the distance and angle along the beach (1) - this response does not provide a
reason why this data collection method was used to help answer their enquiry which was
required for the third mark.

(b) Expléin one data collection method used to help answer your enquiry title.
(3)
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3 marks. Measured the beach gradient (1) along a transect using clinometer and ranging
poles (1) to compare between sites to see the difference from east to west along the beach

(1).
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Question 5(c)

Please note that the comments made on Q.5 also apply to Q.4 and Q.6 as the questions are in
parallel and the resources very similar. Section B contained questions on both familiar and
unfamiliar contexts this series.

Candidates were required to explain why two of their data presentation techniques were
accurate. Candidates need to be clear on the difference between why a data presentation
technique is accurate and an advantage of the data presentation strategy. The focus of this
guestion was on how they ensured the data presented was accurate. Candidates were awarded a
mark for identifying a way they increased accuracy and a second mark for the development of
this. Candidates were not awarded credit for simply identifying a data presentation technique.

Fairly frequently candidates wrote responses focusing on how they ensured their data collection
was accurate which was not relevant to the question which focused on accuracy of the
presentation technique itself.

(c) Explain two ways you ensured your data presentation was accurate.
(4)
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4 marks. Used IT (1) to generate the scatter graph as it was more accurate (1). Displayed field
sketch with satellite image (1) which made it more accurate to compare the two (1).

(c) Explain two ways you ensured your data presentation was accurate,
(4)

............... hodl ne homoun . eneo s,,mhendﬁm‘i\rq‘("-ﬂe_
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/--.. Examiner Comments

2 marks. No credit for the first point as not clearly linked to the accurate drawing of the data
presentation. Drew the scatter graph three times (1) to check for human error (1).

(c) Explain two ways you ensured your data presentation was accurate,
(4)
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

0 marks. This response focuses on a data analysis technique and a data collection technique
and not data presentation meaning it was not awarded credit.

(c) Explain two ways you ensured your data presentation was accurate,
. (4)

1. Weuned).. aowa.... o.p pS... o Aauman o o :m‘.%n@‘/s&.
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/'--.t Examiner Comments

4 marks. Used smart phone apps to generate graphs (1) which reduces the risk of human
error (1). Used satellite images alongside past and present aerial photographs to show
erosion rates (1) which was reliable as they were collected from national agencies (1).
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Question 5(d)

Please note that the comments made on Q.5 also apply to Q.4 and Q.6 as the questions are in
parallel and the resources very similar. Section B contained questions on both familiar and
unfamiliar contexts this series.

For this question candidates were required to explain one reason why there might be an anomaly
in the data they collected. Generally, candidates coped well with the demands of this question
and demonstrated a clear understanding of why anomalies occur.

(d) Explain one reason why there might be an anomaly in the data you collected.

L{W ....... ,¢7ﬁﬂ ........ d@ﬁ#wpmm«.&g’/aﬁyﬂm ..... 2.
%hn&#fﬁﬂ/@#ﬂmm R R
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<g§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

0 marks. 'Not perfect' is too vague to be awarded credit as a reason for an anomaly.

(d) Explain one reason why there might be an anomaly in the data you collected.
(3)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

3 marks. Did not use a ruler to measure sediment size (1) this meant we used our eyes to
judge the size (1) which increased the chance of human error (1).

(d) Explain one reason why there might be an anomaly in the data you collected.
—_ ~ - (3)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

1 mark Errors in the measuring process (1)

(d) Explain one reason why there might be an anomaly in the data you collected.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

e

2 marks. Might not have taken a measurement properly (1) due to distractions (1).
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Question 5(e)

Please note that the comments made on Q.5 also apply to Q.4 and Q.6 as the questions are in
parallel and the resources very similar. Section B contained questions on both familiar and
unfamiliar contexts this series.

It is important to remind candidates to write their responses under the correct enquiry context as
a proportion of candidates wrote coastal enquiry responses in the river enquiry and hazardous
environments enquiry questions. This limited their responses as only generic statements were
plausible to the enquiry context being answered to gain credit.

In these 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the geographical enquiry stage
presented (AO3), therefore, they require the candidates to apply their geographical
understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance candidates were required to study Figure 5(a & b)/4/6, an annotated map showing
the location of their geographical enquiry and annotated images over different time periods of
their study area. This secondary data was used for the students to reach a conclusion.

The focus of this question required an evaluation of the extent to which the secondary data
supported the students’ conclusion. This is the first time this stage of the enquiry process has
been assessed as an 8-mark unfamiliar enquiry question. Candidates generally engaged well with
the demands of this question with many being able to identify limitations in the secondary data
shown and make some level of judgement as to whether the secondary data supported the
conclusion. It was the depth and breadth of the response and judgement which distinguished
candidates between Level 2 and 3 responses.

Candidates are provided space to provide their geographical enquiry title. They do not receive
marks for this, but it provides context for the response that follows.

To gain level 3 credit the command word ‘evaluate’ needs to be met which requires a concluding
statement at the end of a response for full marks. Although, simply having a concluding
statement does not automatically move a response into Level 3, there needs to be a range of
ideas in sufficient depth to meet the demands of the level descriptors.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.

[ Conclusion: There is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy J
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’

conclusion.
You must refer to the resource in your answer,
(8)
CBea The studonts. shew. ond mAMoJMO\
IS JiHHR 0.0, ..

gecurmey. .. Mreir owovk , anch how

change.,. .MU B

[Screenshot of candidate work] | images/4GE1_01R_Q05e_1225004 0561_001011460_023.png

130 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

0 marks. This comment is too vague for credit.

(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the, Eeconda[! data the students used to support their enquiry.

Conclusion: There is -ﬂ little change in beach profile between calm and stormy
years. "_

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion.

You must refer to the resource in your answer,

[Screenshot of candidate work] | images/4GE1_01R_Q05e_1179311_0561_000832565_023.png
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<g§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Level 1 - 1 mark. Basic idea linked to the limitation of using photographs.

(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.

[Conclusion: There is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy ]
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion,

You must refer to the resource in your answer.

{8)
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[Screenshot of candidate work] | images/4GE1_01R_Q05e_1196990 0561_000831128 023.png
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Level 1 - 2 marks. A basic AO3 and AO4 mark awarded for reference to the resource and

reason why the data may be less useful.

(e) Study the data in Figures 5a.and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students usedtosupportthelrenqulry

[Condusion:'l‘huollm!& mmmmmmmm]
years. - -

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion. *x bias

Al (LAt d(..J"c\
You must refer to the resource in your answer. X ““ -

(8)
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_‘/'--.. Examiner Comments

Level 1 - 3 marks. This response demonstrates some understanding of coastal processes
and links this idea to why there has been little change in the images provided to reach the
top of level 1.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.-

[Conclusion:ﬂmo is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy ]
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

Level 2 - 4 marks. Three different ideas linked to evidence in the resource to suggest how
reliable the data is. There are some advantages and a disadvantage of the secondary data to
begin to show more balance. There is a lack of depth to each point which would be required
to move higher into level 2.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.

[Conclusion: There is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy ]
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion,

You must refer to the resource in your answer,

5.. O-I\‘-
LY

(8)
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\’//“--L Examiner Comments

Level 2 - 5 marks. This response makes a clear judgement which is supported by their
explanation of the coastal processes and links to the geology and evidence from the images.
There is a balance between AO3 and AO4 throughout the response. More breadth would be
required to move this response to the top of level 2.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.

[Conciusion: There is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy J
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conclusion.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
(8)
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

Level 2 - 6 marks. This response has a broader range of ideas explained which are all
supported by accurate evidence from the resource. Each idea contains a simple judgement
as to whether the data being discussed supported the candidate’s conclusion but there is a
lack of overall judgement which is required to move into level 3.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet. It shows some
information about the secondary data the students used to support their enquiry.

{Conduslon: There is very little change in beach profile between calm and stormy ]
years.

Evaluate the extent to which the secondary data supported the students’
conciusjon.

You must refer to the resource in your answer.
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

Level 3 - 7 marks. This response works through the secondary data shown and considers the
strengths and limitations, in places there are improvements suggested. There is a clear
evaluation throughout the response and a concluding statement at the end of the response.
A more substantiated conclusion would be required to reach the top of level 3.
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(e) Study the data in Figures 5a and 5b in the Resource Booklet, It shows some -
Infoo‘matlon about the secondary data the students used to support thelr enquiry.

[Conclusion There hmmm-hhﬁmﬂhmcﬂmmdm J
years. , _

Evaluate the extent to whlch the secondary data supported the students’
- conclusion. _ . K

You must refer to the resource in your answer, e
) (8)
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Level 3 - 8 marks. This response has a clear argument throughout emphasising the
importance of needing gradient data to make an accurate conclusion which is lacking
throughout the secondary data. Although, this response is not perfect there is sufficient
depth and breadth, with evidence of AO3 and AO4 throughout to reach the top of level 3.
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Question 6(a)

150 Int GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Question 6(b)
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Question 6(c)
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Question 6(d)
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Question 6(e)
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Paper Summary

Areas for focus for next series.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

+ Ensure candidates make specific reference to the resource shown for 4-mark questions in
Section A.

+ Candidates need to know that ‘pollution’ on its own will not be credited, the type needs to be
qualified.

+ Candidates need to be confident in evaluating different stages in the geographical enquiry
process not just fieldwork methods.

+ Candidates need to be aware of the difference between data presentation and data collection
methods.

+ Candidates need to be able to explain how they ensured their data presentation was
accurate.

+ When answering the 8-mark longer response questions candidates need to be clear on the
demands of the command word ‘analyse’. This requires candidates to investigate an issue by
breaking it down into different components and making logical, evidence-based connections
between these components. There is an expectation that judgement is made, although, this
does not need to be in the form of an evaluation statement at the end of the response.

+ Candidates need to recognise that the longer response 8-mark question is dominated by the
AO distribution (4 marks for AO3 and 4 marks for AO4). Therefore, responses that are
unbalanced or focus on one AO will be limited to a Level 1 response.

+ Candidates who just lift text directly from a resource will not gain credit.

* In questions where candidates are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to ensure
that the appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The number of
marks should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command word, ‘suggest’
or ‘explain’, but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the question.

+ Candidates need to ensure they complete the correct fieldwork question; there were a
number of candidates answering questions based on a coasts enquiry in both the river and
hazard enquiry questions. This limited responses as marks could only be awarded for generic
ideas plausible for the enquiry context being answered.

+ Some candidates do not follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper and attempt
to answer all questions which often results in the candidate running out of time. It would be
useful to spend time with candidates to ensure they are familiar with the structure of the
paper to avoid rubric infringements as there was an increase in this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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